
8th Grade 3rd 9 Weeks Unit Brainstorm 

 
Concepts from Curriculum Guide 

Conflict, Rights, Compromise, Power, Innovation/Change, Quality of Life 

 

Generalizations (What I Want My Students to Know) 

1. Limitations of compromises often lead to war. 

1. Military conflicts affect all aspects of life for the nations involved. 

2. Shifts in power can affect rights and freedoms. 

3. Technology changes quality of life. 

4. Immigration causes cultural and economic changes. 

5. Individuals and groups can bring about social change through collective efforts. 

 

Content Standards: Possible “I Can” Statements 

8.H.2.1 Explain the impact of economic, 

political, social and military conflicts on the 

development of NC & the US. 

● I can show the impact of political and social 

calm and chaos on the development of North 

Carolina and United States. 

● I can explain the impact the Civil War had on 

the homefront. 

8.H.2.2 Summarize how leadership and citizen 

action influenced the outcome of key conflicts in 

NC & the US. 

● I can summarize significant events or 

circumstances that influenced the outcome of 

the Civil War. 

● I can show how political and social leadership 

affects the major conflicts in the United 

States and North Carolina. 

● I can illustrate the power of citizen action on 

conflicts in United States and North Carolina. 

8.H.2.3 Summarize the role of debate, 

compromise, and negotiation during significant 

periods in the history of NC and the US. 

● I can summarize how the US government 

responded to the the question of slavery as 

the nation expanded. 

● I can summarize the main goals of the plans 

for Reconstruction. 

● I can identify how debate affects the outcome 

of important events in North Carolina and 

United States history. 

8.H.3.1 Explain how migration and immigration 

contributed to the development of NC & the US. 

(Potential writing project) 

● I can show how migration encouraged or 

discouraged the development of history 

throughout history. 

● I can illustrate how immigration assisted in 

the development of NC and the US. 

8.H.3.2 Explain how changes brought about by 

technology and other innovations affected 

individuals and groups in NC & the US. 

(Potential writing project) 

● I can show how technological advances and 

innovation have made people across NC & 

the US change their way of life. 
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8.H.3.3 Explain how individuals and groups 

have influenced economic, political and social 

change in NC and the US. 

(Potential writing project) 

● I can show how individuals and groups are 

able to impact economic activity in NC & the 

US. 

● I can demonstrate how individuals and 

groups have influenced social and political 

movements and ideas in NC & the US. 

8.G.1.1 Explain how location and place have 

presented opportunities and challenges for the 

movement of people, goods, and ideas in NC & 

the US. 

● I can explain the advantages and 

disadvantages the North and South had going 

into the Civil War. 

8.C&G.1.2 Evaluate the degree to which 

democratic ideals are evident in historical 

documents from NC and the US. 

● I can defend how well the Constitutional 

Amendments passed during the Progressive 

Era reflect the democratic ideals the US was 

founded upon. 

8.C&G.1.3 Analyze differing viewpoints on the 

scope and power of state and national 

governments. 

● I can analyze differing viewpoints in society. 

● I can analyze ways the US government 

responded to the Great Depression. 

8.C&G.1.4 Analyze access to democratic rights 

and freedoms among various groups in NC and 

the US. 

● I can explain why certain groups of people 

struggle to have access to their democratic 

rights. 

8.C&G.2.1 Evaluate the effectiveness of various 

approaches used to effect change in NC and the 

US. 

● I can identify the approaches used to create 

social change in NC and the US during the 

progressive era and explain how effective 

they were at creating change. 

8.C&G.2.2 Analyze issues pursued through 

active citizen campaigns for change. 

● I can identify the main social issues and 

their impact on NC and the US during the 

Progressive Era. 

8.E.1.1 Explain how conflict, cooperation, and 

competition influenced periods of economic 

growth and decline. 

● I can explain how economic growth of the 

Gilded Age impacted NC and the US. 

● I can identify the economic circumstances 

that caused the Great Depression. 

8.C&G.2.3 Explain the impact of human and 

civil rights issues throughout North Carolina and 

United States history. 

● I can explain the challenges that newly freed 

enslaved people faced as they built lives in 

NC.  

8.E.1.2 Use economic indicators to evaluate the 

growth and stability of the economy of NC and 

the US. 

● I can explain how gross domestic product 

(GDP) is determined. 

● I can explain how inflation is determined. 

● I can explain how unemployment is 

determined.  

8.E.1.3 Explain how quality of life is impacted by 

personal financial choices. 

● I can create a plan to save and invest for the 

future. 
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(Reality Store) ● I can explain how to properly use credit. 

● I can demonstrate the effect of charitable 

giving on people in NC and the US. 

8.C.1.3 Summarize the contributions of 

particular groups to the development of NC and 

the US. 

● I can illustrate the overall contributions of 

diverse groups in NC and the US. 

 

Topics I Will Need to Teach to Help Students Understand the Generalizations (list 

specific topics you will teach) 

The Civil War & 

Reconstruction (15 days) 

 

 

 

 

 

Industrialization & 

Immigration (15 days) 

 

 

WWI & The Great Depression 

(15 days) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary My Students Need to Know to Understand the Generalizations 

Standards Based Vocabulary 

 

citizen action 

citizen campaigns 

compromise 

debate 

democratic ideals 

economic decline 

economic growth 

economic indicators 

financial choices 

immigration 

impact 

innovation 

migration 

negotiation 

quality of life 

scope and power 

social change 

technology 

Content Specific Vocabulary 

 

Reference Marzano Vocabulary List  pgs. 

239-249 
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https://drive.google.com/a/caldwellschools.com/file/d/0B0PPN6O7QuAJa2hVZlZLdmhtSWNxaVQ0SGQ0MHJFbFRhTFY4/view?usp=sharing


Facts My Students Need to Know to Understand the Generalizations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Skills My Students Need to Be Able to Apply Possible “I Can” Statements 

8.H.1.1  Construct charts, graphs and historical 

narratives to explain particular events or issues 

over time. 

 

 

 

8.H.1.2 Summarize the literal meaning of 

historical documents in order to establish 

context. 

 

8.H.1.3 Use primary and secondary sources to 

interpret various historical perspectives. 

 

8.H.1.4 Use historical inquiry to evaluate the 

validity of sources used to construct historical 

narratives (e.g. formulate historical questions, 

gather data from a variety of sources, evaluate 

and interpret data and support interpretations 

with historical evidence). 

 

8.H.1.5 Analyze the relationship between 

historical context and decision-making. 

 

 

Resources I will Use to Help Students Learn (insert links wherever possible) 

● Thinkport.org  

● Colonial Williamsburg Teacher Community 

● America, the Story of Us (limited episodes on youtube) 

● The Men Who Built America (limited episodes on youtube) 

● Great Depression Infographic 

● NCDPI SS Wiki 

● PBS: History Detectives 

● Technology for SS teachers 

● SAS Curriculum Pathways 

● http://www.socratica.com/ - quick videoclips to spark interest 

● NC Council for Social Studies 

● NC Civic Consortium 

● Primary Sources 
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http://www.thinkport.org/middle-school-literacy-lessons-social-studies.html
http://teachers.history.org/
http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us
http://www.history.com/shows/men-who-built-america
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B_mnJ2oXU-JibWxURTExclpmdEU
http://ssnces.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/
http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/educators/
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2013/01/13-good-resources-for-social-studies.html#.VtcoB_k4G1u
https://www.sascurriculumpathways.com/portal/
http://www.socratica.com/
http://ncsocialstudies.org/resources/
http://ncsocialstudies.org/resources/
http://k12database.unc.edu/lesson/?s=&course=8th-grade-social-studies


○ https://www.ourdocuments.gov 

○ Docs Teach  

○ http://www.primarysource.org/resources/guides 

○ http://www.yale.edu/collections_collaborative/primarysources/primarysourc

es.html 

○ National Archives - teaching with primary documents 

○ Teaching with Primary Sources  

● Annenberg Learner Website  

● Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History 

● Smithsonian History Explorer 

● Civil War Lessons 

● Problem- Attic - test creator  

● LIFE photo archives 

● America the Story of Us 

● World History For Us All 

● iCivics 

● Freedom - A History of US 

● Explore News Through Maps 

● Mr. Nussbaum 

● Caldwell County Schools Social Studies Page 

 

Possible ELA Integration 

 

ThinkCerca 

ReadWorks 

Newsela 

Common Lit 

Tween Tribune 
Channel One News 

Actively Learn 

 

 

 

Reflections (Lessons that work well.) 
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https://www.ourdocuments.gov/
http://docsteach.org/
http://www.primarysource.org/resources/guides
http://www.yale.edu/collections_collaborative/primarysources/primarysources.html
http://www.yale.edu/collections_collaborative/primarysources/primarysources.html
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/
http://tps.waynesburg.edu/project-activities-by-state/71-eastern-project-activities/281-north-carolina
http://www.learner.org/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
https://historyexplorer.si.edu/
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/educators/curriculum/middle-school
http://www.problem-attic.com/
http://images.google.com/hosted/life
http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us
http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/shared/units.php
https://www.icivics.org/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/historyofus/teachers/index.html
https://drive.google.com/a/caldwellschools.com/file/d/0B_mnJ2oXU-JiSlNkaC01UjVSUnc/view?usp=sharing
http://mrnussbaum.com/united-states-history-for-kids/
http://sc.caldwellschools.com/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=58543
http://www.thinkcerca.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
https://newsela.com/
http://commonlit.org/
http://tweentribune.com/
https://www.channelone.com/
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/workspace

